
Beehive Basin

Date
Sun, 10/25/2020 - 19:22
Activity
Skiing

Beautiful skiing today out in Beehive. I skied the SW couilar that empties down into the basin a couple of times,
pretty sure it has a name but I’m not sure what it’s called. Then dropped off the back side and skied a N facing
shot into Bear Basin and skinned back up the N side of the ridge and came back out to the Beehive trailhead. I
found very stable conditions with only about 2” of new snow on the older crust, up to 10” where the wind blew it
in. The S facing stuff was dreamy, well bonded, I dug several pits and got nothing, ECT X. The snow on the
ground is very warm and rotten and full of water. The ice on the ground isn’t even frozen. The new snow only
reacted once in a very small plate shaped crack coming off my ski as I was skinning. I jumped around as hard as
I could in a few different places and even where it was wind loaded and I couldn’t get anything to move even a
little bit. Between the most recent crust, which is very supportable, and the new snow is a layer of graupel. The
new snow is super cold on top and the snow on the ground is super warm! There is 2-4’ of snow where I was and
only about a foot lower down. Wind affect is really obvious, there are ripples and signs of loading everywhere. I
avoided several tempting looking lines because of obvious wind slabs and heavy loading. The wind slabs are
more prevalent on the N facing stuff. When we dropped onto the N facing shot, it was way slabbier and firmer
on the surface from the wind. It’s a nice combination of wind scoured and wind slabbed but still couldn’t get
anything to move. Also no signs of natural activity anywhere, not even point releases on the sunny slopes.

Region
Northern Gallatin
Location (from list)
Beehive Basin
Observer Name
Jeanine Dalimata

http://www.nrc.mtavalanche.com/node/23013

